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School Funding in Ohio
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Breakdown of Funding Sources
General Fund
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Revenue by Category
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001 General (Five Year Forecast) 
002 Bond Retirement
003 Permanent Improvement
006 Food Service
009 Uniform School Supplies
018 Public School Support
200s Student Managed Activities
300s District Managed Activities
400s State Grants
500s Federal Grants
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Revenue by Category
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General Property
● Property Tax Revenue

Tangible Personal Property
● Machinery and Equipment, Furniture and Fixtures, Inventories

Unrestricted State Grants
● State monies that can be spent on any type of expenditure in the 

district

Restricted State Grants
● State monies that are earmarked for specific expenditures

○ DPIA - Economic Disadvantaged
○ Success and Wellness 



Revenue by Category
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Property Tax Allocation
● State reimbursement for homestead and 10% and 2.5% rollback 

credits.

All other Revenues
● TIF payments, interest, miscellaneous receipts

All Other Financing Sources
● Sale of Fixed Assets
● Refund of Prior Year’s Expenditures



Revenue listed on the Five Year Forecast
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How Milford Schools are Funded

12



State Foundation Payments - Bimonthly
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EMIS - Educational 
Management Information 
System



State Foundation Payments - Bimonthly
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State Foundation Payments - Bimonthly
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Federal Funding & Grants
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CCIP - Comprehensive Continuous Improvement Plan

17



CCIP - COVID Relief Funds
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Curriculum & Instruction
● Academic Supports
● Programs to Address Learning Loss

Safety & Cleaning
● Cleaning Equipment
● Desk Barriers
● HVAC
● Transportation

Technology
● Academic Supports
● Equipment 

Personnel
● FY21 Online Teachers
● Building Substitutes
● Mental Health Services
● Programs to Address Learning Loss

Total Expended: $2,336,878.97
Remaining Budgeted: $4,667,207
Total Relief Funds: $7,004,086



CCIP - COVID Relief Funds in Perspective
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Total Expended: $2,336,878.97
Remaining Budgeted: $4,667,207
Total Relief Funds: $7,004,086

$7,004,086/$83,474,569 = 8.4%



CCIP - Comprehensive Continuous Improvement Process
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CCIP - Comprehensive Continuous Improvement Process
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Title I - Improving Basic Programs
Title II A - Supporting Effective Instruction
Title IV-A - Student Support and Academic Enrichment
IDEA-B - Special Education
IDEA ECSE - Early Childhood Special Education



Why Not Shift the Burden to Federal Grants?
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School Districts are tested on Maintenance of Effort (MOE).  This 
requires MEVSD to spend the same or more from local funds each 
year.



Fair School Funding Plan
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Transition to Fair School Funding Plan
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A Guarantee District

25



What the Guarantee means to MEVSD
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FSFP and Enrollment
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FSFP Base Cost
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FSFP Base Cost
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“Establishes an input-based funding 
model informed by professional 
judgment. The formula establishes a 
base cost methodology using 
student/teacher ratios, minimum 
staffing levels and actual costs. This 
will result in a unique base cost per 
pupil for each school and district in the 
state.”32% - State Funded

68% - Locally Funded



FSFP Base Cost
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FSFP Base Cost
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MEVSD Expenditures vs. County vs. State Averages
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Performance Measures
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Expenditures & Performance Index
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The Performance Index measures the achievement of every student, 
not just whether or not they reach “proficient.” Districts and schools 
receive points for every student's level of achievement. The higher the 
student's level, the more points the school earns toward its index.



Expenditures & Performance Index
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Expenditures & Performance Index
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HB1 and HB920 
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HB1 and HB920 
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Transparent / Responsible 
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History of School Funding 
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Dr. Howard Fleeter of the Ohio Education 
Policy Institute has completed tireless research 
on school funding over the last 25 years.



Key Take-Aways
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❖ School funding is complicated! Multiple revenue sources on various schedules (calendar year 
versus fiscal year)

❖ Milford is considered a “wealthy” district by the State of Ohio and the majority of our funding 
must come from our community
➢ 68% Milford Community
➢ 32% State of Ohio – this is called the “State Share” which is important as we think about 

future funding through the Fair School Funding Formula
❖ Milford is on the “Guarantee” – this means our funding is capped regardless of enrollment

➢ Milford is one of the few districts projected to grow in Ohio
■ There is a funding gap of approximately $4,000 per student using the current model
■ Creates a disincentive to have open enrolled students (students outside of Milford) 

and impacts “school choice”
❖ HB 920 means that school districts don’t collect more money as homes appreciate and is 

one of the driving factors behind the need to go to the community for additional funds just to 
keep relative spending flat (adjusted for inflation)

❖ The Fair School Funding Formula is using outdated cost model (from 2018-2019) makes it 
impossible to keep pace with inflation



What We’re Asking Legislators
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❖ HB 1: Keep school funding “whole”
➢ Creates a flat tax and reduces property taxes
➢ The reduction in property taxes would cost the Milford Schools community 

approximately $3M per year
➢ There are discussions about how to keep schools “whole” but no plan has emerged
➢ Rep. Adam Mathews is taking the lead on this legislation 



What We’re Asking Legislators
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❖ HB 10: Fair State Funding Formula: Fully fund the Fair State Funding Formula, ensure 
the State Guarantee does not go away and update the cost basis
➢ Milford is one of nearly 250 school districts in Ohio that would lose money should the 

Guarantee go away. 
■ We estimate the amount for Milford Schools to be more than $5M per year.

➢ As we think about the importance of school choice, the current funding model 
creates a disincentive for schools to accept out-of-district, open-enrolled 
students. 
■ These students used to be funded at the same amount as Milford District 

residents ($6,200) 
■ Under the current formula, Milford Schools currently only receives the state share 

for them  ($2,324) 
➢ Bring the base cost up to date to match current costs to educate students, and 

make sure these costs keep pace with state funding.
■ The current base cost is estimated based on the FY 2018-2019 school year. 



What We’re Asking Legislators
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❖ Fully fund the Governor’s recommendations, including 100% funding of SROs for public 
schools
➢ The current recommendation by the Governor would create a cost-share for public 

schools in Ohio.
➢ For Milford Schools, this would mean the State would fund only 32% (Milford’s state 

share) of the cost of SROs in each building. Non-public schools in our district would 
receive 100% SRO funding. 

➢ This must be above and beyond the guarantee from the fair funding formula.
❖ As we move toward Universal Vouchers, ensure that all schools are required to 

demonstrate accountability and transparency by following the same rules and 
requirements as public schools in Ohio
➢ The only way for parents to make a real choice is to have all the data they need to make 

a decision. 



Contacting Our Legislators
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State Representative Jean Schmidt: 

https://ohiohouse.gov/members/jean-schmidt/contact

State Senator Terry Johnson: 

https://ohiosenate.gov/members/terry-johnson/contact

https://ohiohouse.gov/members/jean-schmidt/contact
https://ohiosenate.gov/members/terry-johnson/contact


Thank you!
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John Espy, Treasurer - Milford Schools
espy_j@milfordschools.org
513.576.4171

mailto:espy_j@milfordschools.org

