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Graduation Requirements for Class of 2018 

 

1) Course Requirements (NOT Changed) 
Ohio Course Requirement Minimum Units Required 
English 4.0 credits 
Mathematics 4.0 credits 
Science 3.0 credits 
Social Studies 3.0 credits 
Health 0.5 credits 
P.E. 0.5 credits (2 semesters OR Waiver) 
Electives 6.0 credits 

           Total: 21 credits 
(See page 14 for details about graduation requirements) 

 
2) Assessment Requirements 
To earn course credits, students must complete end-of-course exams in each of the seven subjects listed 
below. End-of-course exams include two components: PBA—Performance Based Assessment (Given in 
February/March) & EOC—End of Year Exam (Given in May). These components are combined to give 
students an End-of-Course score. Scores are the following: 1-Limited; 2-Basic; 3-Proficient; 4-
Accelerated; 5-Advanced. 
 
English 9 Biology** 

English 10 American History 

Integrated Math 1 American Government 

Integrated Math 2 ^^For American History and American Government 
listed above can be substituted with AP Exams 

*Students who took any of the courses (e.g. Integrated Math 1 or Integrated Math 2) prior to July 1, 
2014 will receive an automatic score of ‘3’ for that end-of-course exam. 
**The Class of 2018 will be exempted from Biology exam. Scoring from that exam has not yet been 
determined by the state. 
*Transfer students can be exempt from certain exams based on transcript. However, students must still 
take the English 10 and Integrated Math 2 end of course exams.  
 
3) Demonstration of Readiness Requirement 
Students can demonstrate readiness in one of 3 ways: 
Pathway 1 Students earn a total of 18 points or more from the seven required exams. (Breakdown of 

required points: Math—4 points minimum; English—4 points minimum; Science/Social 
Studies—6 points minimum) 

Pathway 2 Students meet college readiness benchmarks on a national college admission test (e.g. 
ACT/SAT) 

Pathway 3 Student earns an approved industry-recognized credential and earns workforce readiness 
score on job skills assessment 

 
*Regardless of chosen pathway, ALL students must complete the course requirements and assessment 
requirements. 
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Students in the classes of 2018 and beyond have three pathways 
that they can meet in order to become eligible for graduation.  
All three pathways are in addition to the 21 credits required for 
graduation outlined earlier in this guide. 

Graduation points:
As one of the three pathways to a diploma, students can 
accumulate their scores from the required end-of-course exams*.
 
 Advanced Level = 5 points
 Accelerated Level = 4 points
 Proficient Level = 3 points
 Basic Level = 2 points
 Limited Level = 1 point

*End-of-course includes two parts, the Performance Based 
Assessment in February/March combined with the score from the 
End-of-Course test in May.
 • 18 graduation points overall to become eligible for a  
                 diploma.  
 •  Students still must meet the course and credit 
    requirements for a diploma.

Of these overall points, a student must earn:
 •  at least four points between the math exams
 •  at least four points between the English exams
    at least six points between the science and social 
    studies exams

Exams:
 1. English 9-PARCC
 2. English 10-PARCC
 3. Math I-PARCC
 4. Math II-PARCC
 5. American History-state test
 6. American Government - state test
 7.   Biology - state test.  If student passed biology in 
  2014-2015, they are exempt.

Retaking exams
A student who scores below Proficient on any end-of-course exam 
may retake the exam after receiving extra help from the school. A 
student scoring Proficient or higher can retake an exam only if he 
or she has taken all seven end-of-course exams and still is below 
the minimum point requirements. Any student who automatically 
earned three graduation points from a course can retake the 
exam for a higher score.

Highest score counts
The highest score a student gets on a test will count. For ex-
ample, if a student retakes an end-of-course exam, or if he or she 
takes the college admissions test before or after it is offered by 
the state, the student’s highest recorded score will count.

Transfer students
Districts will scale down the graduation points requirements for 
students who arrive at a school with credit for some, but not all, 
tested courses. However, these students still must earn at least 
five points between the English II and either the Geometry or 
Integrated Math II exams.

Students who transfer having taken all of the tested courses 
will take only the college admissions test (see below for more 
information on this test). If the student does not reach the score 
needed for graduation, the student must take the English II and 
Integrated Math II exams and earn five points between them.

College admissions test

Reaching a remediation-free score on the approved college 
admissions test (like the SAT or ACT) is one of the pathways to 
a diploma. The State Board will select a college admissions test 
in the spring of 2015 to be given to the class of 2018 in the fall of 
their junior year (2016).  Scores that are considered remediation 
free will be determined by the State of Ohio at a future date.

Industry credentials (for Oaks students)

The State Board approved the criteria for the industry credentials 
a student may use to help qualify for a diploma.
All credentials must be tied to jobs that are in-demand, either 
statewide or locally. A student can use any credential for gradu-
ation that appears on the list during the student’s junior year, 
even if that credential comes off the list during the senior year. A 
student may always use new credentials added to the list after his 
or her junior year. The department will release the first approved 
credentials list in December 2014.
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