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Educator of the Year
I am pleased to share that Mrs. Stephanie Vezina has 
been selected by her peers as the 2019 Educator of the 
Year. Stephanie teaches third grade math at Seipelt 
Elementary. She began her career in Milford 15 years 
ago and has spent her entire time at Seipelt. Stephanie 
is a child-first educator and a leader among her peers. 

When you walk into Stephanie’s classroom, students are 
busy learning. She teaches math in a way that keeps students engaged and promotes collaboration. 
Her students are excited to come to her class and learn how to be mathematicians. Stephanie is 
compassionate, caring, and understands that not all students learn the same way. She supports her 
students academically but recognizes that social-emotional learning is also a significant contributor 
to a child’s success at school. When I was a student in third grade, I dreaded math. Had I had a 
teacher who teaches like Stephanie, I would have looked forward to math class every single day.

Not only is Stephanie an amazing teacher, she is also an amazing leader. Stephanie participates on 
the Building Leadership Team, our PBIS SOAR committee, the Math Vertical Team, and she acts as 
the MEA representative to allow all teachers to have a voice. Stephanie's colleagues look up to her 
and respect her leadership. Stephanie’s teammate Christa Burbage shared the following: “Stephanie 
is a phenomenal teacher! Her passion for teaching, dedication to her students, our school, and our 
district shows every single day! Stephanie is a very flexible and supportive teammate. She is always 
willing to learn and apply new strategies to her teaching and openly shares ideas with her co-workers. 
Stephanie has a knack at lightening the mood and adding humor to what could be stressful 
situations. It is a true joy to work with Stephanie. She makes each one of her students and colleagues 
stronger.” I couldn’t agree with Christa more! Stephanie is an amazing educator all around and 
deserves this award.

As I have gotten to know Stephanie, I have learned she is a humble person and doesn’t take credit 
where it is deserved. Stephanie, I hope you celebrate this success. I know that your husband Paul, 
your daughter Gwen, and the rest of your family, including your Seipelt family with you tonight, are all 
beyond proud of you. You have made an impact on students for 15 years. You have made an impact 
on me in the short nine months I’ve known you. You make a difference, and I am proud to work 
alongside you. Congratulations!

STEPHANIE VEZINA
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Classified Staff of the Year
I am honored to recognize Mr. Daryl Couch as 
Seipelt’s Classified Staff Member of the Year. Daryl 
currently works as one of our second shift 
custodians. He began his career in Milford 12 years 
ago and has worked in every single building in the 
district, working both first and second shifts. Daryl shows true dedication to his profession, and I 
believe the amount of dedication he possesses is rare. He comes to work every day with a smile. I 
remember the first time I met Daryl. He welcomed me to Seipelt, shared that Milford was the best 
district around, Seipelt was the best school, and that he would be there to support me in any way 
needed. Daryl is a man of his word. He has been there to support Seipelt in every way possible.  

Whenever we need Daryl, he is there! Daryl helps us with setting up and taking down events. He 
ensures our building is safe and our classrooms are in top-notch condition for our students and staff 
every day. It always puzzles me that Daryl doesn’t mind cleaning up messes that make many of us 
cringe, and he even does it with a smile! There is no one else I can think of who does his job with such 
a positive attitude!

When Daryl is not at work, he enjoys spending time with his family. Daryl will celebrate his one-year 
wedding anniversary this July to his wife, Michelle. He and Michelle enjoy spending time together, 
especially time outdoors, camping or boating. Daryl also has four sons, one of whom is with us 
tonight. Daryl has two grandsons and one granddaughter. When I asked Daryl what he enjoys doing 
most with his grandchildren, he shared, “We enjoy going to amusement parks.” And then he added, 
“The kids enjoy spending Papaw’s money!” Daryl is a true family man who values the time he has with 
his wife, children, and grandchildren. I also know the staff and students value the time Daryl spends 
at Seipelt each and every day. 

When I asked Daryl what he loved about his job, he shared, “Steady work. Steady income. The people 
are nice and there are good working conditions.” He then shared something with me that really hit 
home. He said, “I feel privileged to be here working.” Daryl, I feel privileged to have you at Seipelt, and 
I know our staff feels the same. Thank you for working so hard each day to ensure our students and 
staff are safe. We appreciate you. Congratulations on a job well done. You deserve this award! 

DARYL COUCH
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Organization Partner of the Year
Ms. Judi Krebs of the Clermont County Soil and Water District provides a variety of programs to the 
students of Milford Exempted Village School District. These educational programs help develop our 
students’ knowledge and significantly enhance our science curriculum through a series of hands-on, 
interactive experiments. It is our honor to recognize Ms. Judy Krebs with the Clermont County Soil and 
Water District as our Organization Partner of the Year.

At Seipelt, when our third grade students know Ms. Krebs is coming, they have difficulty focusing on 
anything else throughout the day! The students know she will always give them something new and 
interesting to learn about. One of the main reasons for the students' excitement is how all of Ms. 
Krebs' lessons involve hands-on learning. Earlier this school year, she brought an Augmented Reality 
Sandtable. The table allowed our students to learn more about topography and the effects natural 
disasters can have on our planet's physical features. Without Ms. Krebs' wealth of knowledge 
surrounding this topic, our students would not have had as rich a learning experience. Seipelt is lucky 
to have Ms. Krebs, and we hope she continues to contribute to our students' learning for many years 
to come. 

CLERMONT COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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