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The Milford Board of Education met on Thursday, February 20, 2014 at Meadowview Elementary. 

 

Welcome 
Meadowview Principal Rob Dunn welcomed the Board 
and the audience. The school year has taken on a 
“pirate-theme” including the musical the 5th graders are 
preparing for, as well as, the successful walkathon 
which raised $31,000. His staff is happy for the past two 
weeks without a snow day to build continuity with the 
students.   

 
Special Presentations  
Partners for a Drug-Free Milford Miami Township 

Stacy Mathis and 
two Milford High 
School students 
spoke on behalf 
of the Partners for 
a Drug-Free Milford 
Miami Township. 
They shared a 

creative 30-second spot they produced with the 
assistance of Miami Township Television. The spot, 
which focused on the dangers of prescription drugs, 
won an award and will be featured on Fox 19.  
 
The Drug-Free Coalition is hosting a forum on opiate 
abuse on Thursday, March 6, from 6:30-8 p.m. at Wyler 
Family Automotive on Milford Parkway. Click here for 
the Opiate Forum flyer. 
 
Mr. Knepp, Board Vice President, commended the 
Coalition for tackling this topic and said that heroin 
abuse is a huge issue affecting families in Clermont 
County. 
 

Kiwanis Club of Milford  
The Kiwanis Club publicly thanked and recognized Dr. 
Farrell, Milford Superintendent, for his support of the 
Milford Kiwanis Club, Milford High School Key Club, and 
the Milford Junior High Builders Club. The Milford 
Kiwanis Club was formed in 1928 and its focus is to 
support and develop the youth of the community 
through community service and leadership 
opportunities.  
 

Dr. Farrell thanked the Kiwanis for their dedication in 
working with Milford’s youth and said, “You model what 
community service is all about.  You are the true heroes 
of this community.” 
 

Athletic/Extracurricular Report  
Rob Hewlett and George Lucas gave an update on 
athletics and extracurriculars.  
 
Athletics 

 The Eagles winter season is winding down and 
Spring sports have been conditioning. 

 Boys’ basketball recently defeated #1 ranked 

Walnut Hills.   

 The girls’ basketball team defeated Turpin in 
round one of postseason action, but were 

defeated in round two.   

 In Eagle’s Wrestling, Jack Noll and Jake Ashcraft 
earned spots at Districts the weekend of 
February 22-23 where they will compete for a 
spot at State. 

 The swim season came to an end at Districts 
last weekend but several swimmers posted 
season-best times. 

 Racheal Mitchell and Brandi Norman of the girls 
bowling team qualified for Districts. 

 Cheer and Dance competition squads both 
recently posted wins at their respective national 
competitions with Cheer qualifying for the Ohio 
State Competition in Columbus. 

 The Athletic Boosters Flight Night event is 
Thursday, March 13 at the Oasis in Loveland. 
Call 576-2208 for tickets. 

 
Activities 
MMT Drug-Free Coalition Ski Club has come to an end 
and a new session of activities for high school and junior 
high students to get involved has begun. Plans are 
underway to offer archery in the spring. 
  

Business Advisory Committee (BAC) Report  
George Lucas reported that the BAC will hold a meeting 
on February 25. They are helping the district plan a 
community forum on the future of Milford Main on 
March 3, at Mulberry Elementary, beginning at 7 p.m. 

http://www.milfordschools.org/userfiles/1656/Opiate%20Program%20Flier%20-%202014%20-%20Final.pdf


There will be opportunities at the forum for the public 
to ask questions and share input. 
 

Student Representative  

Liz Kneuven, student representative, announced that 
Student Council coordinated meals and babysitting for 
teachers for the recent high school parent teacher 
conferences. They are holding a blood drive on February 
25. Student Council is sponsoring “Faces without 
Places” starting next week. It is an organization that 
collects school supplies for homeless children and those 
who can't afford supplies. They will be collecting items 
over the next four weeks. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Mrs. Deborah Caudle  
 
The Board approved the following: 

 Financial Reports for the 
month ending January 31, 
2014  

 Preschool and Extended Day rates for the 2014-
2015 school year with a slight increase over the 
previous year 

 A $55.00 activity fee (per child/per session) for 
Extended Day Summer Camp 2014. This one-
time fee will cover all activities and replaces the 
fee per activity charges. 

 
Mrs. Brady noted that at the halfway mark of the school 
year, the district remains on budget. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Robert Farrell 
Superintendent 
 
Dr. Farrell announced the following 
community forums/open meetings: 
 

 
Options for the Milford Main Building  
March 3, 2014  
7:00 p.m.  
Mulberry Elementary Auditeria  
 
Members of the Business Advisory Council will assist 
with the community forum on the future of Milford 
Main. Community input will be considered before a 
decision will be made to either place Main up for sale or 
retain ownership. No timeline has been set by the 
Board of Education to make this final decision. 
 

Site Selection for the New Seipelt Elementary 
Board Work Session 
Date: March 10, 2014 
7:00 p.m. 
Milford High School Cafeteria 
 
The Site Selection Committee will present their findings 
from the studies conducted at both potential locations 
for the new Seipelt building. Based on the site and 
traffic studies, recommendation of the site selection 
committee, and community input, the Board expects to 
approve the site for Seipelt at the regular Board of 
Education to be held at Seipelt Elementary on Thursday, 
March 20, at 7 p.m. 
 
 “This is an important issue that concerns the 
community and our students and we want to hear from 
the public. We do listen before making these decisions,” 
said Mr. Lucas, Board Member. 
 
New Academic Standards (Common Core) 
Date: March 19, 2014 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Mulberry Auditeria  
The forum includes an overview of Milford’s adoption of 
the new academic standards. The evening will include a 
teacher panel and opportunity for community 
comments and questions.  
 
“It is amazing what students are doing in the classroom 
and we will share great examples,” Dr. Farrell said.   
 
Construction Update 
Mr. Jeff Johnson 
Operations Manager 
 
Mr. Johnson shared that the Site 
Selection Committee for Seipelt is 
putting information together to 
present to the community at the Board work session on 
March 10. 
 
Each of the new elementary buildings will be 53,000 
square feet. The construction team has been exploring 
options of how to divide this space.  
 
“The focus is not just on making the most effective and 
pleasing space, but to ensure these new buildings are 
efficient to operate moving forward,” said Mr. Johnson.  
 
 



Curriculum and Instruction 
Dr. Jill Chin 
Director of Elementary Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Assessment 
 

Dr. Chin shared an overview of the 
district math program and the 
significant improvement district wide 
in math scores on state assessments.  

 
Four years ago, Milford adopted a new math 
curriculum. Currently, Math Investigations is used in 
grades K-5 and Digits is used in grades 6-8. The Digits 
program has allowed for a smooth transition from the 
activity-based approach of Investigations to a more 
traditional math approach at the high school level. 
 
“The district made an investment in this new math 
program and it is paying off. I am proud of the teachers, 
who have gone through a lot of professional 
development to implement this new curriculum,” Dr. 
Chin told the Board.  
 
Since its adoption in the 2008-09 school year, students 
have made significant improvements in their math 
scores on the state’s standardized testing. Dr. Chin 
shared how students gifted in math have more 
opportunities than ever with the ability to take high 
school math while at the junior high and take AP 
Calculus BC as seniors. Milford’s math program also has 
several levels of intervention for students who struggle 
in math. 
 
To see a pdf of the complete math presentation, click 
here. 
 

In other business, the Board approved the following 
field trip at no cost to the district: 
Milford Varsity Cheer Competition Team  
Cheer State Championship  
The Ohio State University – Columbus, OH  
March 1-2, 2014  
 
The Board approval of summer school fees and the 
following dates and times:  
Summer Physical Education  
June 5 - 25, 2014  7:30 a.m. - Noon  
 
Summer School  
June 9 - 27, 2014  7:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.  
 
Junior High Remediation  
June 12 - 26, 2014  9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  

Human Resources 
Mr. Tim Ackermann 
Assistant Superintendent 
 
The Board approved the following: 

 Retirement of Molly Wakeham, 
High School Guidance Counselor, 
effective 9/25/14. 

 Retirement of the following classified staff: Barbara 
Alderman, High School Secretary and Larry Evans, 
Mulberry Custodian for the 2013-2014 school year. 

 Supplemental contract recommendations for the 
2013-2014 school year 

 Volunteers for the 2013-2014 school year 

 
Board of Education 
Next Board of Education Meeting:  
March 20, 2014  
7:00 p.m.  
Charles L. Seipelt Elementary  
5684 Cromley Drive  
Milford, OH 45150 

http://www.milfordschools.org/docs/MathProgramUpdateFeb2014.pdf
http://www.milfordschools.org/docs/MathProgramUpdateFeb2014.pdf

