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The Milford Board of Education held its regular meeting on 
Thursday, January 21, 2016 at Pattison Elementary.  
 

Welcome  

 
Mrs. Missy Borger, Principal of Pattison Elementary, 
welcomed the Board and guests. She introduced Science 
teacher, Mrs. Missy Breuer, and her students, who spoke 
about their “Trees Rock” project. They produced a video that 
is a top 10 finalist in the Scotties Tree Rock national contest. 
The students spoke about why trees are important and 
shared their video with the Board. Pattison’s video is in the 
running for $10,000 based on the results of online voting 
which runs through Sunday, February 7, at 
www.scottiestreesrock.com. 

 

Special Presentation-Board Appreciation Month 
In honor of 
Ohio’s School 
Board 
Recognition 
Month, Dr. 
Robert Farrell, 
Superintendent, 
thanked the 
Board of 
Education 
members for 
their service and the countless hours they give to the Milford 
Schools between regular Board meetings and nine different 
subcommittees. He called each of the Board members 
forward and presented them with a certificate and token of 
appreciation. 

 
Great Oaks Report  
Mr. Dave Yockey shared statistics on the number of students 
being served in Great Oaks programs, which range from 671 
students in English as a Second Language classes to 13,000 
students in satellite programs.  
 

 

Athletic/Extracurricular Report  
Mrs. Marques shared highlights of the winter sports and 
academic team at Milford High School. The athletic 
department is currently evaluating the fall season and looking 
at plans and initiatives to improve each of our programs 
based on data and feedback. They will also be strategically 
evaluating Milford’s football program, in particular, by  
gathering tactical insight from outside sources to help in this 
process.  
 
In extracurriculars, Mrs. Marques reported the following: 

 MHS Choral department is sending 13 entries to the 
OMEA District 14 Solo and Ensemble Competition.  

 Jake Balzer advanced to the semi-finals of the Overture 
Awards, sponsored by the Cincinnati Arts Association.  

 The Drama Club will be presenting their Student Cabaret 
on January 28 in the MHS cafeteria at 7 PM.  For $5 you 
will receive dessert and a great variety show featuring 
many talented MHS students. 

 

Business Advisory Council (BAC)  
Mr. George Lucas introduced Mr. Chris Hamm, Chairperson of 
the BAC, and thanked Mr. Hamm for his leadership and the 
hundreds of hours the BAC members have put into research 
and discussion of each assignment presented to them by the 
Board. Mr. Lucas shared that the BAC has diverse members in 
private industry who bring invaluable expertise and insights in 
their advisory role.  
 
Mr. Hamm gave a report and recommendation for the Board 
of Education and Administrative Offices located at 777 
Garfield Avenue.  He said the BAC committee made three 
recommendations to the Board in 2015: supporting the land 
swap with the Clermont County Library; recommendation to 
move the Board Office to the current library on route 131 
after the swap; and evaluation of the future of Milford South. 
Because of its market value, the BAC recommended to the 
Board that they sell the building, which has an appraised 
value of $950,000. Due to Ohio law, the district must offer it 
first to local high-performing charter schools and if no offers 
are received then can put the building up for public auction. 
  
Mr. Hamm reported that because of the library’s central local 
location, parking, and age of the building it will be a much 
better fit for the district’s administrative offices. The library is 
scheduled to open its new location on Buckwheat in 2017, so 
the renovation of the current library could begin in the 
summer or fall of 2017. 
 
“The Garfield site has more value in sale, rather than to keep 
and maintain for the district. There is significant interest and 
good value in the building and I’ve seen interest from 



developers. The money from the sale would then go into the 
district permanent improvement fund,” Mr. Hamm said. 
 
The Board will review the recommendations of the BAC and 
will vote on the plan for Milford South at its February 
meeting. 

 

Student Council Representatives 

Katie Olson and Taylor Caldwell shared that student council is 
working on the annual teacher appreciation gifts and 
soliciting local businesses for support. They held their first 
meeting to plan for a 5K fundraiser in the spring. 

 
Public Participation  
There was no public participation. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mrs. Deborah Caudle 

 
Mrs. Caudle reported that we are 
halfway through the fiscal year and 
currently 1.4% under budget. 

 
The Board approved the following:  

 Financial Reports for the month ending December 31, 
2015. 

 Filing for the OFCC final phase of our master facilities 
plan.  Milford filed paperwork to be put in the que for 
state funding in 2017 to complete plans for the building 
of Milford Junior High School and final phase of Milford 
High School.  The Board will be meeting in a work session 
on January 28, to review in depth both facility and 
funding needs. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Robert Farrell 
 
The Board approved the City of Milford’s 
offer to purchase property upon which 
Main is located (525 Main Street) after 
demolition and abatement from the 
Milford Exempted Village School District. 

 
The city will pay $360,000 for the property, which covers the 
price of teardown and demolition.  The building is expected 
to be demolished sometime this winter. 
 
“Milford Main has served our community well for over 100 
years. We have exhausted all of our options.  We have spent 
years reviewing recommendations and brainstorming ideas 
and have continued to tour people through Main, but have 
not received a viable offer. We are pleased to offer this 
option since the property will go back to the city for 
community use and return the property to the residents of 
Milford,” Dr. Farrell said. 
 

Board President, Gary Knepp added, “This is the most 
reluctant decision I have made since I have been on the 
Board. We didn’t have any good options. The tremendous 
cost and return on investment in the building would not have 
been acceptable. I am happy that the Main property is staying 
in the public domain.” 

Informational Items for Superintendent  
Ms. Stacy Smith, District Technology Coordinator, presented 
the District Technology Plan. One of the highlights of the plan 
is the 1:1 initiative that will begin in the 2016-17 school year. 
Beginning in 7

th
 grade, all students will have the option to 

purchase a Chromebook from the district or bring their own 
device. At the K-6 level, more Chromebook carts will be 
purchased to allow more flexibility for our teachers.  From 
grades 8-12, students will bring their own device. 
 
Ms. Smith also spoke about eRate, which allows for 50% 
reimbursement on technology infrastructure purchases and 
covers both hardware and internet services.  This 
reimbursement will be key to funding the technology 
initiatives. 
 

Business Office 

Mr. Jeff Johnson 
 

The Board approved the following: 

 The abatement and demolition 
contractors for Milford Main.  

 Resolution to advertise for bids 
for the furniture package for the new Boyd E. Smith 
and Charles L. Seipelt Elementary Schools. 

 

Construction Update 
Mr. Johnson 
shared that the 
construction of 
Boyd and Seipelt 
is on track and 
much of the work 
being done now 
includes progress 
not visible from 
the outside such 
as plumbing, 
heating and ventilation, and wiring. Windows are all in place 

and both 
buildings 
have lots of 
natural 
light. 
Photos are 
posted on 
the 
website.  
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Curriculum and            
Instruction                          
Dr. Jill Chin and  
Mr. John Spieser 
 
The Board approved the 
following recommendations: 

 Field trip to Washington DC for Junior National Honor 
Society (8th grade students) from April 7-11, 2016 at no 
cost to the district. 

 Approval of curriculum pay for teachers in planning 
professional development for the Tier II intervention 
program and Social Studies curriculum and pacing guides. 

 
Dr. Jill Chin and Mr. John Spieser presented results of the 
annual State Assessment by the Ohio Department of 
Education. Milford’s results exceeded the state averages, and 
met state performance indicators in every area.  In addition, 
100% of our third grade students met the requirements for 
the third grade reading guarantee.  Milford’s four year and 
five year graduation rate were both rated an "A" by the state 
of Ohio.  The PowerPoint presentation detailing Milford’s 
results is posted on the curriculum pages of the district 
website. 
 

Human Resources 

Mrs. Nancy House 
 
The Board approved the following for 
the 2015-16 school year: 

 Classified staff resignations, 
contract termination and hiring 
recommendations. 

 Supplemental duty positions, assignments and 
volunteers. 

 Recommendation to hire Eric George, Tobacco 
Prevention Coordinator, Milford High School. His salary 
will be paid with grant funds through the Drug Free 
Coalition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Board Business 
Public Participation-None 
 

Future Meetings 
Board Work Session  
January 28, 2016  
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  
Board of Education – Conference Room  
777 Garfield Avenue Milford, OH 45150  
 
Next Regular Board Meeting:  
February 17, 2016  
7:00 p.m.  
Charles L. Seipelt Elementary  
5684 Cromley Drive  
Milford, OH 45150 
 


