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Gifted Education
The Milford School District first created the Gifted Education Program in 2001.  Since that time the program has seen numerous changes.  During the 2007-2008 school year an Action Team on Gifted Education was formed to look at the future of Gifted Education in Milford.  The team made several recommendations to the Board in hopes of creating a well-rounded and comprehensive program for gifted students.  At the end of the 2008-2009 school year the Board approved one of the suggested service models for the district.  Beginning in September 2009, students in 1st-6th grade will be formally served.

It is the district belief that ALL students be considered and assessed for gifted services, including culturally or linguistically diverse children, children from low socioeconomic backgrounds, children with disabilities and children for whom English is a second language.  

QUALIFICATIONS
The State of Ohio requires public schools to identify students but does not require services for students.  Beginning in the 2009-2010 school year, all students in the 2nd and 4th grade will be tested in March to determine gifted identification.  Students will take two tests, the Iowa Test of Basic Skills and the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT).

The Iowa Test covers skills in specific academic areas including math, reading, social studies and science.  The CogAT test identifies students who are advanced in problem solving skills, critical thinking, creativity and logic.

According to the Ohio Revised Code, a student is identified in gifted if:

· He/she scores at the 95 percentile or above on a nationally-normed, state approved achievement test (identification would be Specific Academic)

· He/she scores two standard deviations above the mean, minus the standard error of measure, on a nationally-normed, state approved test (identification would be Superior Cognitive)

There are two additional opportunities for re-testing available throughout the year by parent/guardian, student or teacher request.    The deadline to submit referrals for fall testing is the SECOND FRIDAY of September and for spring testing the SECOND FRIDAY of February!  
GIFTED SERVICES

Milford Schools fulfills its state identification requirement but the challenge is serving students in a thought-provoking and stimulating way.   

This year, thanks to the Board of Education, Administration and the recommendations by the Action Team, students in 1st-6th grade will receive services.

· Students identified in 3rd-6th grade reading, math or superior cognitive will take part in online courses each quarter.  These students will also receive direct instruction from a gifted intervention specialist each week

· ALL students in 1st and 2nd grades will participate in the Primary Education Thinking Skills Program (PETS) provided by the GIS and classroom teacher

· Honors classes are provided for 6th grade students in math and reading

· For junior high students accelerated math and science options, as well as honors reading and electives, are available

· At the high school level AP and honors classes are offered

· Extracurricular activities are provided throughout the year for students in all grade levels

Written Education Plans

WHY


According to the State of Ohio, each child who is identified as gifted must have a Written Education Plan.  In Milford we have WEPs for students in 3rd-6th grades who are identified Superior Cognitive and/or in reading and/or math.  For those students in junior high and high school we use their schedule.
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Written educational plan

Instruction shall be based on the individual's needs and be guided by a written educational plan.  The district shall provide parents with periodic reports regarding the effectiveness of the services provided in accordance with the gifted child's educational plan.

To try and meet the needs of our students and to fulfill the state’s requirements, we provide WEPs to parents/guardians twice a year.  

In the fall, after receiving test results, our Gifted Intervention Specialists fill out WEPS for all 3rd-6th grades who are identified Superior Cognitive and/or in reading and/or math.  

After the WEP is completed and discussed with the classroom teacher and principal, it is signed by the GIS, the by the classroom teacher and the principal A copy is made and placed in the child’s gifted folder. The first WEP is sent home, along with a WEP packet, to parents/guardians with the first report card.  The parents/guardians receive two copies, one to keep and one to sign and return.  
GISs meet with parents/guardians on conference night to discuss the WEP and student goals and progress. 
Once a signed copy is returned, it is placed in the student’s gifted folder.

At the end of the year, the WEP that is signed (or the copy if one was never returned) is further completed; i.e. progress noted, goals evaluated, etc. a copy made, and then the original is sent home in the final report card.  The copy is placed in the student’s gifted folder.










