Milford Board of Education

March 19, 2009 Meeting

 

Seipelt Elementary hosted the Board of Education meeting.  Principal Melissa Borger welcomed the board and the audience.  She explained that Seipelt was the first elementary school to get a laptop cart system.  Mrs. Melissa McGahan, 6th grade teacher, introduced her students who demonstrated how they use the laptop system in the classroom.   They are embracing technology in the classroom to change the way they learn.  Students also shared ways they use interactive white boards in the classroom.

 

Gifted Services Coordinator Deborah Glynn and Teacher Sarah Becker shared information about summer enrichment programs available.

--Art Around the World-students will travel around the world with a passport to experience many different types of art.  Two Milford art teachers, will be the teachers for this program.  They are designing this class based on our student needs.  The program is available for students currently in grades 2-6.  The program is June 8-12 at McCormick Elementary.  The limit is 28 students per class.  The fee is $50 for the instructor costs and all of the materials.

--ICamp is a technology camp.  Students will have their own laptop to use during the week.  This is a ½ day class taking place June 8-12 at Meadowview Elementary.

--Camp Invention is an all-day camp at Mulberry Elementary.  It is an enrichment program for students going into grades 1-6.  This camp takes place June 8-12.  

Information about all of the summer programs is available on the district website at www.milfordschools.org 

 

Edward Pregitzer, advisor for the Milford DECA Marketing program presented information about student performance at the State DECA Competition.  The high school program received a special certificate from the State Small Businesses Association for their involvement in marketing programs with the Clermont County Chamber of Commerce.  This program is a Great Oaks program.  35 Milford students participated in the state competition.  An amazing 91.4% of the students earned state recognition.  21 students advance to the International Competition in May to California.  20 parents helped with the trip to Columbus.  The Clermont County Chamber of Commerce works with the students and shows how it helps people start their own businesses.   

Robin White, Superintendent and CEO for Great Oaks spoke to the board and audience about Mr. Pregitzer.  She thanked Ed Pregitzer for all of his work for Great Oaks and his development of the DECA program at Milford High School.  He is retiring after this year and she praised him for his many accomplishments and the care and concern he shows for his students.  

 

Board member Gary Knepp and Superintendent Dr. Farrell presented certificates to the members of the Milford Business Advisory Council (BAC).  The BAC reviewed the issue of neighborhood schools vs. grade level schools, reviewed the nutrition services program to help save the district money.  The district is seeking applications for the chairperson of the next BAC.  The district will accept applications until April.  Dr.  Farrell presented certificates to each of the members of the BAC.

 

Gifted Services Coordinator Deborah Glynn presented the winners of the “Battle of the Brains”.  This involves all students in all of Clermont County.  Milford students won out over all students in the competition.  5th grade students at Seipelt Elementary and 6th grade students at McCormick Elementary won the team competitions.

 

JVS Report—Great Oaks has a new website to offer information about all of the programs it offers.  Mr. Dave Yockey traveled to Washington, D.C. to talk to elected officials about career and technical education and about how stimulus funding can help promote career and technical education.  

 

Athletic Report—

Winter sports ended with great excitement

Boy swimmers and a female diver participated in state competition.

Milford Girls basketball team advanced to the sectionals.

Boys Baseball team opens the season on Monday, March 30 at LaSalle HS

Home opener is Tuesday, March 31

Girls Softball at home on March 30—they will play all home games at Miami Meadows park off of St. Rt. 131 due to construction on the campus.

Boys and Girls track will have a dual event on March 28 at Middletown

Boys tennis begins on March 28

Boys volleyball with games on March 30 and March 31

With good weather, students appreciate a good turnout of fans to watch them compete.

 

Student Report—March 26 weekend Student Council students will attend a weekend long conference.  Dr. Ray Bauer will attend the conference with the students because he was chosen as the Administrator of the Year from the Ohio Student Council Association.  The high school had a successful blood drive.

 

Treasurer’s Report—Board approved budget reports

 

Superintendent Report—

Board approved donation of 106 books for the Milford High School library.

Board approved resolutions for Construction Document Phase Review Summary.  The board accepted the review comments from the Ohio School Facilities Commission.  These approvals are necessary to make the district eligible for funding reimbursement for construction costs.  The district could receive as much as 28% of the total district construction project.

Board approved salary increase for administration, classified supervisors and Exempted Office Personnel.  This mirrors the salary increase approved for teachers.

Board approved administrator contracts.

Board approved salary increase for classified employees.

Approval of administrative retirement—Dr. Kathy Frye is retiring after 30 years, and her retirement will go into effect in 2010.  She will work to help in the training of the next Curriculum director.

The board had a first reading in a policy change for Parent Teacher Organizations

Informational item:  Dr. Farrell shared information about the reduction of operational expenditures. The district has done this through the reduction of energy usage.   The district spent $86,000 less last summer through the conservation of energy.  We are working with an energy consultant to train our people on ways to save on energy.  With natural gas, we changed the supplier which lowered our cost for natural cost—it was a savings of $8,000 even though we used more gas—just at a lower price.  The district also reviewed the cost for utilities at Meadowview Elementary.  The costs for that school were much more than the other elementary schools that have the same design.  Duke Energy agreed that there was a faulty meter and credited the district with a $67,000 credit.  The district is reviewing options to upgrade the high school HVAC system as part of the school construction project.  This would save the district an estimated $100,000 a year for future years.  It is a good investment to fix a faulty system at the high school.

 

Human Resources—
Board approved resignations/retirements

Board approved contract recommendation of classified personnel

Board approved substitutes, building supplemental contracts, athletic supplemental contracts, Family Care Leave of Absence, substitute teachers, home instruction tutors

 

Curriculum & Instruction –
Approval of trip for Varsity baseball in April 18 (Saturday) to play 2 northern Ohio teams

Approval to write/revise the Summer Government Course at Milford High School

Approval of Summer School Dates and Fees

For summer school programs, when possible, the district does open up the offerings to out of district students.  When space is limited, the programs are available to Milford students only.  There is an additional cost of $50 for out of district students.

Informational items:

First reading for Science textbooks for grades 9-12

March testing—ITBS/CogAT (Grades 2 & 6) was March 16-20—this is for gifted identification

Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) for grades 10-12 takes place March 16-29

 

Public participation—Transportation employees along with union representation presented concerns about possible outsourcing of transportation employees to Petermann Transportation.  The district is discussing the option to have Petermann become the employer of transportation staff.  The union and drivers asked the board to reconsider and not outsource the positions.  The district is reviewing this as a cost saving measure.

 

The next meeting is a Special Meeting on April 3 for the approval of bids for the construction project for Milford High School.

The next regular meeting is set for April 16 at 7pm at Mulberry Elementary.

