Milford Board of Education
April 16, 2009
 

Mulberry Elementary hosted this regular meeting.  Principal Gary Schulte welcomed the board and the audience.  He introduced two programs that featured student projects.   He said this is the 6th year for Mulberry Elementary.  He said 90% of his families live within 2 miles of the school so it truly is a neighborhood school.  His school received the Excellent rating for the past four years.
Mr. Campbell’s 6th grade math class presented information about how students are learning about the stock market, mutual funds and investments.   
The 6th grade students had a PowerPoint presentation called the Stock Market Game.
Each group in the accelerated math class started with a lump sum of money and made the decisions about what stocks to buy.
4th Grade students presented information about their study of Ohio in social studies.  Students dressed up in costumes that reflected the person from Ohio history for each report.
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The Milford Athletic Boosters Club presented a check representing the donation from the organization.
Boosters President Dave Meranda presented the check to pay for 50% of improvements to the athletic facilities at Milford High School.  The check is worth $425,500 over the next five years.  It represents 50% of alternate bids for athletic improvements.  It is a partnership between the Boosters and the district and demonstrates the Boosters commitment to the students and to the community.  The big projects include 5 new tennis courts, improvements to the soccer field, repositioning of baseball and softball fields and a new press box/concession stand at the new baseball field.  The board thanked the Boosters for the donation and said the district is so fortunate to have such a dedicated Athletic Boosters Club to make such a wonderful donation to the district.  
 

Athletic Director Mark Trout presented successes from the winter season.  Milford won two more FAVC league titles during the winter season.  
 

Turner Construction provided an update on the bid approval process and progress in the construction project at Milford High School.  Typically there is a cost increase with construction.  When the community supported the bond issue in 2007, costs were increasing at a steady pace.  But in late fall 2008, prices started to fall dramatically across the country.  The economy resulted in less development and less work available for work crews.  Milford was the recipient of a wonderful set of bids.  The project came in 17% under budget and allows the board to add a re-roofing project for the entire high school and a sprinkler system for the school, and still have $2.5 million remaining for additional school building projects.  Contractors have been working on site preparation.  Work has progressed despite the rainy weather.  This is a phase project.  The work will take place in several phases.  Some of the scheduling of the work is based on the calendar of when students are and are not in the building.
 

Dr. Robert Farrell—Superintendent, provided a PowerPoint with details on long range planning for the district.  The district had a plan in 2001 and revised it in 2004.  The board wanted a new plan to help direct the district for the future.  The PP presentation for the board shares the Vision Statement, Core Values and Strategic Choices.  The objectives and action plans will come after further meetings with the planning group.  
All of the information shared in the presentation will be available on the district website and the district will provide updates on the process and accomplishments.  The district also plans to conduct community surveys to get input from the community and feedback on results of the long range planning.
 

Athletic Report:
Weather is impacting spring sports so far for Milford.
Varsity Tennis has a 3-0 record
Boys Baseball is 1 game behind in the Buckeye division
Girls softball has just 1 loss in the season.  They are ½ game behind in the Buckeye Division.
Boys and Girls Track team finished 2nd in the Anderson meet.  Milford HS Track Invitational at Milford on April 23-24.
Boys Volleyball has a 2 game win streak.
All schedules are available on milfordathletics.org
 

Business Advisory Committee:  Deadline for applicants expired on April 15.  Board member Gary Knepp said the board will review the applicants and look to select a chairperson for the committee by the May meeting.
 

Student Representative Report:   Student Ellen Pittman shared information about student activities, plans for a staff appreciation week.  May 12 is a mock car crash with the Miami Township Police and Fire Department—it shows the effects of drinking and driving and the impact it can have on students and their families.  Class Elections take place next week. 
 

Treasurer Section:
Board approved financial reports
 

Superintendent Section:
Approval of administrative recommendation for District Technology Coordinator
Approval of revisions to policy Relations with Parent Organizations
Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between the board and the Milford Athletic Boosters Club—The Boosters will pay $85,100 each year for five years.  This will pay for a share of the improvements to the athletic facilities at Milford HS.
Approval of resolution to accept bid recommendations for high school re-roofing and a fire suppression system at the high school
 

Human Resources:
Board approved resignations, retirements, contract recommendations for certified personnel, summer school principal contracts, substitutes, athletic/building supplemental non-renewals
 

Curriculum & Instruction:
Board approved trips for Milford Show Choir and Milford HS DECA students to the International DECA competition.  There is no expense to the district for these trips.
Second reading of science textbooks for Milford High School—the district is under budget for the purchase of those textbooks.
Information item:   Ohio Achievement Testing is next week in our schools.
Chinese Grant Update—The district submitted a grant to bring a Chinese instructor to Milford High School for next year.  The district will receive notification in May if we win the grant.  
Gender Differences discussion—video will be available on the district website
 

Public Participation:
There was discussion about the athletic improvement plan and how the project is being funded.
 
Next Special meeting is April 21 at 5:00 at the Milford Board of Education office located on Garfield Avenue in Milford.
Next regular Board of Education meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Milford Junior High located at 5735 Wolfpen-Pleasant Hill Road.
