Milford Board of Education Meeting

September 18, 2008

 

The September meeting was held at Boyd E. Smith Elementary.

Smith Principal, Dr. Jill Chin welcomed the board for the meeting and previewed some student group presentations.

 

Board president Debbie Marques welcomed the audience.

She explained the process of why the district reopened schools on Tuesday.  The district had power at all but one of its schools; the district had food, and the buses were ready to go.  She said they believed it was better to bring the students into schools and provide them with a safe environment while work continued for cleanup in the neighborhoods and restoration of power.

 

Smith 1st grade students—students presented information about the use of SmartBoards in the classrooms this year.  They explained and demonstrated how they use the SmartBoards with their classroom lessons.  The Smith PTA purchased the new technology with funds raised in a walk-a-thon.  They raised $21,000 for the SmartBoards.

 

4th grade students—The 4th grade classes had a classroom unit on friendship.  Students wrote friendship poems that they shared with the audience.  They also sang a song—“We’re the kids of Boyd E. Smith School…” to the tune of Yankee Doodle.

 

Steve Jackson from Great Oaks presented information about the program.  He represented Great Oaks on behalf of President Robin White who was in Columbus for the day.  He talked about Great Oaks and the relationship and partnership it has with Milford Schools.

Great Oaks provides career technical training for 36 school districts.  It is the biggest school district of its kind in the nation.  They have 4 campuses including Live Oaks which serves Milford students.

Great Oaks offers dual credit classes which allows high school students to get high school credit and college credit with the same college level course.

Great Oaks offers 7 satellite programs in Milford Schools including DECA, Project Lead the Way, Teaching Professions Academy and Gateway Technology in the Jr. High School.  Great Oaks brings lots of technology into Milford Schools with its programs including SmartBoards and laptops for student use.

 

On November 4th, Great Oaks is asking for community support of a 2.7 renewal levy.  Great Oaks has operated on that same millage since 1988.  Every 10 years, Great Oaks returns to the ballot for another renewal of the same 2.7 mills.   Great Oaks is asking the community to support the levy.  It is a no new taxes levy.  It will cost the owner of a $100,000 home about $61 a year.  Great Oaks serves over 52,000 adults each year with its continuing education program.

 

Superintendent Dr. Farrell presented information about an award for Milford High School Principal, Dr. Ray Bauer.  He won the Administrator of the Year from the Ohio Association of Student Councils.  He was nominated by the students from our Milford Student Council, and he won for the award for the entire state of Ohio.

Dr. Bauer then presented information about Milford’s dual credit program.  Advanced Placement (AP) is a high school course in which at the end of the course, students take a test and if they score high enough, they can earn college credit.  The second program is Post-Secondary Enrollment program.  In this case, the student leaves the high school and goes to take a course at a local college with a college professor.  The third program is dual credit option which allows students to earn credit for both high school and college.  Milford HS teachers teach the class as adjunct professors from Cincinnati State.  The credits earned in that class count for both high school and on the transcripts for college entry, will count for Ohio colleges or universities.  Students also can take this class at a greatly reduced cost compared to what that same class would cost at Cincinnati State.  There are requirements for students to enroll in these courses.  This year, is a pilot project with accounting classes and business classes.  Cincinnati State intends to expand the course offerings next year.  The cost is $100 per course, independent of the number of credit hours.  If a student takes Accounting I and II and it would cost them $200 for 8 credit hours.  That is a significant savings to the full cost of the same courses at the actual state college or university.  It is a simple registration process in which they fill out 2 forms and that signs them up for the high school class and college credit.  This is the only relationship with a high school that Cincinnati State has.  Milford High School was chosen because of the high quality of education that students receive and the excellent quality of its teachers.  

Dr. Bauer also recognized the three Milford High School students who earned distinction in the National Merit Scholarship program.  They are semi-finalists in the competition and they are eligible for scholarships and other honors at the end of the school year.  Students earned the honor through their scores on the PSAT.  There were 16,000 students across the country who earned the semi-finalist status.   They are the top 1% of all students in the U.S.  The students include:  Nicole Presley, Kyle Tepe and Bradley Theilman.

Dr. Farrell presented Adrienne Spuzzillo and Ellen Pittman as student representatives who will attend board meetings in which they will share their opinions and present reports in order to provide student perspective on a variety of issues.   They shared information about homecoming events over the next month.  During Spirit Week which is the first full week of October, students engage in a variety of spirit building activities that build up to homecoming weekend. On October 10, there is a pep rally in which they honor the fall athletes.  There is also a parade on that day which will start at Mulberry Elementary and end at Milford HS prior to Friday night’s football game.  The homecoming dance is Saturday night.  It is well attended by students and well supervised by adults and staff members.

Athletic Report
Soccer team is ranked 1st in the city and 5th in the state

Football is 4-1

Boys water polo won 200th game in the history of the program

Boys and girls cross country teams did very well in the Milford Invitational.  The boys won the event and the girls came in 2nd place

Girls soccer team has just one loss

Boys golf remains undefeated

Milford is going for the FAVC Buckeye division all sports trophy

Athletic Department’s Strategic Plan is meeting many of the goals for this school year.

 

Treasurer Report
The board approved the appropriations for the FY 2009 and the 5-year forecast.  Appropriations include state minimum busing for now and the restoration of busing for high school and students who live within the two mile radius of school utilizing a 3-tier level with consolidated stops if the levy passes and the continuation of current educational programs.  The general fund budget is $53.14 million.  The information is posted on the district website at www.milfordschools.org 

 

Treasurer Randy Seymour also presented information about bond issue dollars that the district now has to invest.  The district decided to invest the money in a Certificate of Deposit which is a very safe investment in this time of economic uncertainty.  Milford will realize an increase of 5.35% from property reappraisal.  Reappraisal will generate $186,000 annually for the district.  In normal economic times, the district received approximately $6-700,000 increases from a reappraisal from the growth of inside millage. The district is also anticipating potential cuts to funds received from the state of Ohio because of their recent cash shortages.

 

Superintendent’s Section
Dr. Farrell thanked the staff for a great job this week under tough circumstances with dangerous weather.  The staff worked and helped students talk about their experiences and get back to a normal life while being safe in school.  He said it was a good community effort to get the schools open again in a short period of time.  He also explained that during severe weather it is the parent’s choice to send or not to send their child to school.  If parents decided to keep their child at home, for whatever reason related to the weather situation, it was an excused absence.  

 

Board approved donations, second reading and first reading of policy revisions, and a copy/printer contract with ProSource.  This copy contract will save the district $155,000 annually compared to last year’s expenditures beginning with the 09-10 school year.

 

Human Resources
Board approved the change of job titles for Director of Networks.

Board approved resignations, contract recommendations, substitutes, a job description, supplemental contract recommendations, athletic supplemental recommendations, substitute teachers and home instruction tutors.  The district is utilizing an online system to coordinate substitutes for the classrooms.  Mr. Ackermann said the system is working very well.

 

Curriculum & Instruction
Board approved out of state trips for National Jr. Honor Society and Milford HS Drama Club

Dr. Frye shared information about the Freshman Challenge Program and the Local Report Card Report.

Freshman Challenge Program—Last summer, the district participated with Great Oaks in the first year of the Freshman Challenge Program.  We have 5 students who will earn a credit in science because of their participation in the science and math program during the summer.  The district participated in this with Deer Park and Mt. Healthy.

 

Local Report Card (LRC) in which the district earned an Excellent rating for the 07-08 school year.  We are “Excellent” again this year according to the Performance Index.  This district also met the standard for “Adequate Yearly Progress” for all subgroups of students, i.e. economically disadvantaged, special education, etc..  The Milford District also exceeded the new “Value Added” standard.  Students in Milford demonstrated more than a year’s growth in achievement in a year’s time according to this measure.

 

Public Participation
4milford.com provides information about the levy campaign.  The campaign is looking for donations and volunteers.

Other Board Action
Board member, Gary Knepp, offered information about gender learning differences.  He suggested that administration and the board review possible options for changes in the classroom to address the fact that boys and girls learn differently, and they might do better in different environments.  He shared that he has reviewed research that indicates classrooms divided by gender might allow students to perform better and to be successful.  Student representatives on hand said it would be interesting to get student feedback on the suggestion.  One student questioned the impact on social skills if boys and girls are separated.  President Debbie Marques asked for further student feedback and asked the Curriculum and Instruction Committee to research and review the proposal.

