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“Rated Excellent in Ohio”

Bullying Reports
For 08-09 School Year
The problem of adolescent bullying is certainly not new.  The efforts to address the problem and combat it have improved greatly over recent years.  The Milford School District, starting in the 2008-2009 school year, initiated an anti-bullying program with financial support from a grant from a Clermont County agency.   In 2008, the district received a grant valued at more than $18,000 from the Clermont County Family & Children First (FCF) Council Olweus Bullying Prevention Program (OBPP).  The district applied for this grant to pay for the implementation of the program and training for four schools in the district.  The schools included Milford Junior High, Seipelt Elementary, Pattison Elementary and Meadowview Elementary.  Each of those schools went through training and implemented the program during the 2008-2009 school year.  For the 2009-2010 school year, another grant is making it possible to add the remaining elementary schools to this program.  They include:  McCormick, Mulberry and Smith Elementary.  

In the past, Milford has addressed the bullying issue with programs at Milford Junior High and through character education at the elementary level.  The Olweus program is one that will be consistent in each school and will allow the district to track measurable gains. The grant committee that reviewed Milford’s application was especially impressed by the interventions that took place at Milford Junior High. 
 
OLWEUS is a school-based program designed to address bullying in ages 6 to 15 years old. It was created by a Norwegian researcher named Dan Olweus in response to bullying in that country.  The philosophy behind the program is to improve peer relationships and, as a result, improve the school environment. Training for the schools implementing the program this year will begin after the start of the school year.  The staff at each school is responsible for implementing the program.  
 
Each school selects a coordinating committee. The committee represents as many aspects of the school as possible. The committees will have an administrator, a teacher, a student, a parent and someone from the custodial staff or possibly food service. The district is exploring ways to include a resource officer on the committee as well.  
 
The committee will attend two-day training during the late summer or early fall. Clermont County Child Focus will conduct the training. The committee then will be responsible for training the staff at each school. The program includes a handbook for teachers that suggest methods and activities to address bullying. There will be an initial kick-off that involves parents and the entire school. Thereafter, the teacher will hold weekly classroom meetings that will last about 20 minutes. Each school will provide a questionnaire for students in grades 3-6 at the beginning of school and then at the end of the school year. This will help us to gauge the success of the program.
 
Ohio Revised Code requires districts to share information with the community about bullying incidents.  From August 2008 through June 2009, this is a list of incidents for each school:
Milford High School – 5 incidents
Milford Jr. High – 4
Smith Elementary – 2 
McCormick Elementary – 1
Meadowview Elementary – 0
Mulberry Elementary – 2
Pattison Elementary – 1
Seipelt Elementary - 2
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