
Milford Military Graduates 

   
 

Smith salutes fellow Milford graduate   After her promotion to SSgt, Heidi gets  

Jeff Throckmorton as she re-enlists.  congratulated by Capt Ruiz-Diaz. 
 

  

Heidi Smith graduated with honors from Milford High School in 2003 before enlisting in 

the Air Force. In basic military training she received expert marksmanship for the M16 

rifle after demonstrating above average accuracy. She has continued to excel in her 

military career by becoming the first junior enlisted person in the Air Force to ever 

receive the computer specialist code in her field. Smith has received an Associate's in 

Healthcare Management from the Community College of the Air Force and is working 

towards a Bachelor's in Management of Computer Information Systems through Park 

University. She re-enlisted last spring and plans on commissioning as soon as possible. 

Smith is currently a Staff Sergeant and is stationed at Moody AFB in Valdosta, Georgia.  

  

 

Jacob Peck,  Class of 2002 is in the Army.  He is a Sergeant (E-5) and a member of the  

15th Battalion Psychological Operations Unit.  As of July 2006, he is currently serving in 

Baghdad.   

  

Matthew Keifling graduated from Milford High School in 1993.  He is Navy First Class 

and is a recruiter in South Florida 

  



 
Jay (Jayson) Sullivan, pictured above, graduated from Milford High School in 2004.  He 

is a Specialist in the Army and is stationed in Fort Stewart, Georgia.  Jay spent one year 

in Iraq from January of 2005 to January of 2006.  He will be returning for a second tour 

of duty in 2007. 

  



   

  



 
Sgt. Andrew J. Liming (pictured above--first row second from the left during Purple 

Heart Medal presentation--pictured in actionðpictured with medals) graduated from the 

Live Oaks program in 2003.  He is serving in the Marine Corps.  

In 2006 he was awarded the Purple Heart Medal for injuries he suffered while serving in 

Iraq.  As of January 2007, he is home safe from Iraq and is currently stationed at Camp 

Lejune.  His wife is expecting their first child.  He is a decorated war veteran!  Thank you 

for your service.   

  

 



Travis Pierce (pictured above) graduated in 2002.  He is currently stationed as an SPS in 

Germany as an Army MP. He was married in June, 2005. 

  

 
LCpl Joshua Pierce (pictured above) graduated in 2004. As of July 2006, he is currently 

stationed in Iraq with the Marines with the 3d AABN C Co 3d Plt. We was married in 

December, 2005. 

  

Eric Holmes, is in the Navy and graduated from Milford High School in 1999.  He is a 

Petty Officer 3rd class and is currently stationed in Jacksonville, Florida.  

  

Matthew Potticary graduated from Milford High School in 1999.  He is a Senior Airman 

(SrA) in the United States Air Force and is stationed in Ramstein Air Base, Germany 

  

Mark Storch graduated in 1975 and went to Miami University on a Navy ROTC 

scholarship.  He was commissioned when he graduated in 1979 as an Ensign going to 

Pensacola for flight training.  He chose to fly helicopters, which he did for a number of 

years, serving in the Persian Gulf for two sea duties of 8+ months.  He went to the Naval 

Post Graduate School at Monterey, California for a Masters in Engineering.  From there 

he held a number of posts including one in Guam.  He has just completed his duty as CO 

of China Lake Naval Warfare base in Ridgecrest California where he and his family now 

live.  He is currently serving as Vice Commander (the Admiral's adjunct) of that base.  

He is a Captain. 

  

Andrew Storch graduated in 1982 from Milford High School and went to Miami 

University where he was a NAVAL ROTC student, engineering major.  He now serves as 

a Reserve Officer here at the Cincinnati post.  He is a Commander. 



  

 
Adam Bush, pictured above, graduated from Milford in 2004. His current rank in the U.S. 

Army, as of August 2006, is Specialist.  He left for Kuwait on April 9th and is currently 

in Iraq doing a 15 month tour. 

  

 
Robert E. Riddle, pictured above, graduated from Milford High School in 2001.  He is 

serving in the Army.  He is a Staff Sergent and a recruiting officer in Marion, Illinois.  He 

served 13 months in Korea.  He was a graduate of the JROTC program at Live Oaks. He 

is married and has two children.  

  

Sgt. Casey May graduated from Milford High School in 2001.  He is stationed at Camp 

LaJune N.C. 

Casey has been deployed to Iraq 2 times. 



  

Spc. Corey May graduated from Milford High School in 2002.  He is in the Army and is 

stationed in Ft. Dix, N.J.   He was scheduled to arrive in Iraq in late July 2006. 

  

Justin K. Lechner graduated from Milford High School in 2005.  He is serving in the Air 

Force.  Currently he is a Cadet 3
rd

 Class stationed at the United States Air Force 

Academy in Colorado. 

  

            

 
Bill Willenbrink graduated with the Class of 1977.  He has been in the Alaska Air 

National Guard for 20+ years.  He says, "I am more proud of our young military 

members than ever.  They are making great differences in our world. My unit has been 

activated since the first of the year, and I am including some pictures (above) from that 

deployment.  We have had the honor of flying Afghanistan President Karzai around to 

numerous small villages so he could meet the local governments!" 

  

PV2 Casey Kehling  graduated in 2005 and is currently stationed at Ft. Riley Kansas for 

the Army.  



  

PFC Ryan Kehling  graduated in 2004 and as of July 2006 is serving a one year tour in 

Iraq-in Baghdad and is an MP for the Army.  He was deployed from Korea where he was 

stationed.   

  

PFC Shane Huff: graduated Oct. 20,2006 from Ft Eustis VA , Electronics Specialist for 

Apache Helicopter's. 

He is currently serving one year at Camp Humphries in South Korea. 

Robert (Bobby) Welch graduated in 2004 and is a Private in the U.S. Army.  He is 

serving in Afghanistan.  He is working in communications.  

 

R. Branden Hodges (pictured above on the left), graduated from Milford High School in 

2004.  He is a Lance Corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps and is stationed in Camp 

Lejeune, North Carolina.  He returned from a tour in Iraq in May 2006.  In July 2006, he 

is training for his second tour of duty in Iraq. 

His brother, Ralph D. Hodges, graduate of the Class of 2001, is a Lance Corporal 

assigned to an air wing in the Marines.  He is stationed in Okinawa, Japan as a Motor T.  

Robert Douglas Copenhaver , graduated from Milford High School in 1987.  He is in the 

Navy . He has the rank of Lieutanant Commander and is stationed in Washington D.C. 

Colonel Melvin L. Burch graduated from Milford High School in 1967.  He is in the U.S. 

Army and the West Virginia National Guard.  He is stationed at the West Virginia 

National Guard Headquarters in Charleston, West Virginia.  

  

William (Billy) Clabaugh, has been serving in the U.S. Army since he graduated from 

Milford High School in 2003.  He is ranked a Specialist and in August 2006 is stationed 

with the 62nd En/Bn in Baghdad, Iraq. 

  

Christopher Wayne Moore graduated from Milford High School in 1992. 




