The Milford Board of Education held a special meeting on Tuesday, April 21 to discuss school construction project options.  The construction work for expansions and renovations at Milford High School is underway.  Earlier in April, the board approved bids for that work.  The bidding process was a very successful one for the district in that the bids came in 17% under budget.  The district now has money to spend from the bond issue funds that originally was not expected.  The district cannot just save that money for the long term.  The district is required to commit bond issue funds for projects within 36 months of receiving the funds.  The funds also must be used on capital improvements and not for general fund expenditures.  So, the board started reviewing the critical needs for schools in the district.

 

The board discussed using the bond issue funds for work at Milford Junior High, Seipelt Elementary and/or Boyd E. Smith Elementary.  The board reviewed current enrollment numbers of each grade level that will be entering the junior high in the future.  Based on the information available at this time, the district anticipates enrollment increases that will result in more than 1,000 students for the 2011-2012 school year at Milford Junior High.  The board will take this data into account as discussions progress about the next phase of the district’s master plan for school construction.  In the master plan, Seipelt is expected to be replaced and not renovated.  Until that day comes, the building is in need of some maintenance repairs.  Smith Elementary, even though it is a newer building (early 1980’s) is in need of renovations and additions to keep up with enrollment and meet the requirements of the Ohio School Facilities Commission.  Smith has a current enrollment of approximately 550 students and has a capacity of 407.

 

One critical need at the junior high is air conditioning.  Temperatures in some of the classrooms soared during the late summer months.  Some classrooms are air conditioned in the school, but most are not.  The board decided to use some of the bond issue funds to improve the environment for students and staff at Milford Junior High.  The board approved a contract with Cole Russell/Fanning-Howey Architects to prepare a bid for an air conditioning system for 29 classrooms in Milford Junior High that currently do not have air conditioning.  The hope is that this work might be completed over the summer, but there is a lot of work still to do.  The board needs to approve the bid for this project, architects must get permits, and crews must then do the work.  It will be a tight timetable to make the improvement.  The architects presented information about a refrigerant system for the junior high that provides both air conditioning as well as heat.  It does not provide total heat, but it will help with energy efficiency because it will support the existing heating system.  It is called a Variable Refrigerant Volume System (VRV).  The Ohio School Facilities Commission (OSFC) has approved systems like this in the past, so the district expects to receive credit and future reimbursement from the OSFC when the district looks to renovate that building in the future. 

 

Milford Junior High, Smith Elementary and Seipelt Elementary are part of the next phase of school construction for the district’s master plan.  In 2001, the community voted in support of a bond issue that constructed four new elementary schools.  Phase Two of that master plan includes the current construction project at the high school.  The final phase could include renovations and additions at the junior high, Smith Elementary and a replacement for Seipelt Elementary.  The OSFC determined that it would be more cost effective to replace Seipelt rather than renovate it.  The board intends to review the current district building plan and ask for community input regarding future building needs.   The district will continue to update the community about the construction progress and about plans for a community meeting in the near future. 

