Milford Board of Education 

 

October 15, 2009

 

The October Board of Education meeting took place at McCormick Elementary.

 

Teachers shared information with the board and audience about a club for 5th and 6th grade students called the “Wild about Nature Club”.  Teachers Kathy Langner and Debbie Tranter talked about the club.  They share their love of the outdoors with the students who join the club.  They showed the audience pictures of students taking part in different activities with nature and animals.  They also take part in the Great American cleanup to help with this important community service project.  The school has a natural environment out the back door including a trail created by an Eagle Scout for a project.  The children also get a lot out of listening to community members who come to the meetings to share their knowledge, and they do so free of charge.  Students appreciate nature, but they also learn how people can give back to the community and the schools.  
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Teacher Mary Pat Harris presented information about the Dragonfly Club.  It started with an idea from Miami University and a joint effort with the Cincinnati Zoo.  She also shares her love of nature with her students.  The club is about giving voice to the children’s questions.  There have been more than 200 students who have participated in the Club.  Individual students took turns sharing their likes about the club.
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Milford HS Principal, Nancy House, presented three students who earned the standing of National Merit Semi-finalist.  Mrs. House presented Ellen Pittman and Sarah Frank.  Irene Vance, another honoree, was not able to be at the meeting.

 

The board also recognized Mary Pat Harris for the honor she received in 2008.  She received the Roger Tory Peterson Nature Education Achievement Award.

 

Board member Gary Knepp presented information about a new partnership between Milford HS and a high school in Vietnam.  He provided a map to detail exactly where this school, called Le Quy School, is located.  He showed pictures of the school which is 15 years old.  The school also has some students who live at the school.  Students go to school 6 days a week, and they are English proficient.  A partnership will help to expand learning opportunities for both groups of students.  

 

 

Athletic Update:
Milford is in 2nd place for the FAVC All-Sports trophy so far for the fall season

Girls Golf were 1st in Buckeye division

Boys Golf was 3rd in Buckeye division

Milford Girls soccer is 1st in the division and 5th in the city.  October 19 at home is their next game.

Milford Boys is 2nd in division and 6th in the city.

Girls tennis was 4th in the division

Girls volleyball will play the first sectional match on Oct 22 at Lakota East

Boys and Girls water polo start the state tournament this weekend in Mason

The football team played against Winton Woods on October 15.  The team lost the game and now has a 5-3 record. The game was a live telecast on Fox Sports Ohio.

 

Student Represtentatives:  Joey Coomes, Susie Facciolo and Ty Webb

Homecoming report—had the pep rally at the football stadium.  The dance was at Pattison Elementary school.  Susie thanked the Pattison staff for their work with the dance

They raised $400 and plan to donate it to the Ray Bauer Scholarship Fund

Some students will attend a leadership conference in November.

 

 

Treasurer’s Report:
Approval of financial reports

Treasurer Randy Seymour presented the 5-year forecast for the district

The forecast is posted on the district website.

Mr. Seymour read a letter from the Ohio Department of Education releasing the district from Fiscal Caution.  This was due to the work by the board and district to limit expenditures and the generosity of the community to support the levy from November 2008.

 

Enrollment projection

FY 2010—current year

Kindergarten enrollment has increased by about 60 students

All grade levels increased in enrollment in grades 2-9.  We increased by about 80 students.

We anticipate an additional 90 students going forward to next year.  We have a large 4th and 5th grade class which we will need to plan for in terms of staff and space.

 

 

Superintendent’s section:
Approval of administrative salary schedule—it allows for some equity in positions, but does not provide for any raises with current contracts

Approval of Operations Manager—Jeff Johnson 

Second reading of policies for Special Education policy and procedure regulations

Approval of bid to make repairs and replace the roof at the Milford Board of Education office

 

H1N1 Update—The district has a cleaning plan in place which has been a part of operating procedures for several years.  We do a lot of education too to encourage kids to wash hands and know about proper hygiene to prevent the spread of germs.  We know there is flu in the district and one confirmed case of H1N1 at Pattison Elementary.  Attendance has been within normal ranges at most of our schools, but there has been higher absenteeism  at Smith, the high school and junior high school.  The CDC and the Clermont County Health Department is recommending that schools not close due to H1N1.  Education is the main focus to prevent the spread.  Doctors offices are not testing for H1N1.  The only reason there will be a specific test is if someone is hospitalized.  Offices are testing for strains of the flu.  If there was a positive result, doctors assume it is H1N1, but there is no official confirmation.  

Vaccinations—Clermont County Health District plans to use Milford schools as clinics for vaccines.  The plan now is to offer vaccines in our elementary schools on weekdays during the late afternoon and early evenings.  There will be vaccinations at the junior high and high school during the day.  The students will need to have a parent consent form to get the vaccine at the school.  Adults must be present with elementary students to receive the vaccine.

McCormick-Smith, Pattison-Seipelt, Mulberry-Meadowview will be the pairings for vaccine clinics.  This vaccine is free and is for school-age children only as well as their younger sibling. They will be from 3-7pm and are tentatively scheduled during the last week of October at the elementary.  The consent forms will come from Clermont County General Health District.  

 

 

Human Resources:
Approval of resignations, contract recommendations, substitutes, building supplemental recommendations, athletic supplemental recommendations, site supervisors and volunteers.

 

Curriculum & Instruction:
Approval of out of state trips:

National Junior Honor Society trip to Washington D.C.

HS boys basketball team trip to Indianapolis to scrimmage St. X

MHS Varsity Dance Team to Columbus for competition

All of the trips are at no cost to the district

 

Public Participation:

There was a question about the declining values of homes in the area…how does that impact the tax levy dollars.  The answer is it won’t change the dollar amount collected for the district.  That dollar amount passed is a fixed amount.

 

Debbie Marques read a letter from a parent whose child graduated from the Success Academy in 2009.  The parent was very thankful for the care and dedication the staff gave to her son.

 

Next Board meeting:

November 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Meadowview Elementary

